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Application Period Opens for Pandemic Response
and Safety Grant Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a Request for Applications (RFA) for
the new Pandemic Respose and Safety (PRS) Grant program and encourages eligible entities
to apply now for funds. Applications must be submitted electronically through the grant portal
at https://usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov/usda by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on Monday,
November 22, 2021. Approximately $650 million in funding is available for the PRS grants,
which are funded by the Pandemic Assistance provided in the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2021.

The PRS Grant program will assist small businesses in certain commodity areas, including
specialty crop producers, shellfish farming, finfish farming, aquaculture, and apiculture;
specialty crop, meat, and other processors; distributors; and farmers markets. Small
businesses and nonprofits in these industries can apply for a grant to cover COVID-related
expenses such as workplace safety measures (e.g., personal protective equipment (PPE),
retrofitting facilities for worker and consumer safety, shifting to online sales platforms,
transportation, worker housing, and medical costs. The minimum funding request is $1,500
and the maximum funding request is $20,000.

The RFA and the PRS Grant Portal provide more details about eligibility for the grant. Eligible
entities are required to obtain a free DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) BEFORE
applying for this program. USDA has created a custom PRS DUNS number portal

at https://support.dnb.com/PandemicResponse.
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Application resources including Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), tip sheets in English and
Spanish on applying for a DUNS Number, videos on “How to Apply” and more are available
on the PRS Grant Portal.

For more information, you can also reach out to the PRS help desk, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-9
p.m. ET at (301) 238-5550 or usda.ams.prs@agrantsolutions.gov.

Check your eligibility, obtain a DUNS number, and learn more about the application process at
the PRS Grant Portal.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program Right for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops.
NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not
available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for
food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as
value loss crops like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many
others. Contact your FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop,
so it is important to contact your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss
an application closing date.

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions,
which describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP
coverage. NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-
loss years to ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per
crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a
producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers
elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity
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depending on the maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer.
The service fee can be waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers
and rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the
premium.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

USDA Launches First Phase of Soil Carbon
Monitoring Efforts through CRP

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $10 million in a new initiative to
sample, measure, and monitor soil carbon on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to
better quantify the climate outcomes of the program. CRP is an important tool in the Nation’s
fight to reduce the worst impacts of climate change facing our farmers, ranchers, and
foresters. This initiative will begin implementation in fall 2021 with three partners. Today’s
announcement is part of a broader, long-term soil carbon monitoring effort across agricultural
lands that supports USDA’s commitment to deliver climate solutions to agricultural producers
and rural America through voluntary, incentive-based solutions.

These models include the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which simulates the movement of
carbon and nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the National Greenhouse Gas
Inventory. Data will also be used to strengthen the COMET-Farm and COMET-Planner tools,
which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas
emission reductions based on specific management scenarios.

USDA partners will conduct soil carbon sampling on three categories of CRP practice types:
perennial grass, trees, and wetlands.

Perennial grasses: In consultation with USDA, Michigan State University will sample and
measure soil carbon and bulk density of CRP grasslands (including native grass plantings,
rangelands, and pollinator habitat plantings) at an estimated 600 sites across the U.S. with a
focus in the central states during this five-year project. This information will be used to model
and compare the climate benefits of CRP. Partners include the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Deveron, an agriculture technology
company, and Woods End Laboratories.

Trees: Mississippi State University will partner with Alabama A&M University to collect above
and below ground data at 162 sites across seven states documenting CRP-related benefits to
soil and atmospheric carbon levels. Information will help further calibrate the DayCent model.
This five-year project will focus within the Mississippi Delta and Southeast states.

Wetlands: Ducks Unlimited and its partners will collect data on carbon stocks in wetland soils
as well as vegetation carbon levels at 250 wetland sites across a 15-state area in the central
U.S. Data will support the DayCent and additional modeling. Partners for this five-year project
include: Migratory Bird Joint Venture, Intertribal Research and Resource Center at United
Tribes Technical College, Clemson University, Kenyon College, Lincoln University,
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Pennsylvania State University, the University of Missouri, and the University of Texas at
Austin.

CRP Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation Projects

These three Climate Change Mitigation Assessment Initiative projects are funded through
FSA’s program to work with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation
(MAE) projects to quantify CRP environmental benefits to water quality and quantity,
wildlife, and rural economies.

Applications for projects were welcome from all organizations, including

public, private, nonprofit institutions, and educational institutions including historically Black
colleges and universities, Tribal colleges and universities and Hispanic-serving institutions or
organizations.

For more details on the all the awarded MAE projects, visit the FSA Monitoring Assessment &
Evaluation webpage.

About the Conservation Reserve Program

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs, with an established track
record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and providing
healthy habitat for wildlife.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program agree
to remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. In general, land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 years, with
the option of re-enroliment. FSA offers multiple CRP signups, including the general signup and
continuous signup, as well as Grassland CRP and pilot programs focused on soil health and
clean water. In 2021, producers and landowners enrolled more than 5.3 million acres in CRP
signups, surpassing USDA'’s 4-million-acre goal.

Earlier this year, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new
incentives for environmental practices, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in
climate change mitigation. This included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP
general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees and
permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration. Download

the https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-whats-new-
fact-sheet.pdf to learn more about CRP updates.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons
who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County
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government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are
reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from
these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress
concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for
more information on AFIDA.

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans
(MALSs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans,
and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with
interim financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your
commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible
to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is
available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long
staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 202X MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after
harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for
the respective commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans
for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small
chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can
be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for
the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral,
satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted
Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must
be submitted when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to
payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average
AGI exceeds $900,000, then you're not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a
valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs
redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local USDA service
center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Farm Service Agency
Connecticut State Office

344 Merrow Road, Suite B
Tolland, CT 06084-3917

Phone: 860.871.4090
Fax: 855.934.2463

State Executive Director:
Nathan J. Wilson (Acting)

State Office Staff: State Committee Chair:
Nathan Wilson, District Director Vacant
Doris Ostrowski, Administrative Officer
Sarah Fournier, Program Specialist State Committee Members:
Rebecca Palmer, Program Specialist Susan G. Pronovost
Jule Dybdahl, Administrative Specialist Other Members Vacant

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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